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How to Apply for the Autonomous 
Vehicle Tester (AVT) Program 

Thank you for your interest in applying for the AVT 
Program to conduct autonomous vehicle (AV) testing 
on California public roads. 

The Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) encourages 
innovation and supports California by administering 
the AV program set forth in  California Vehicle Code 
(CVC)  §38750 and California Code of Regulations 
(CCR) Article 3.7 

In this brochure we will address the AVT permit with a 
driver only. 

This document should be used as a general overview 
to help you broadly assess how to apply for a permit 
in California. Be sure to check specifc rules and 
regulations for the type of  permit you are applying 
for, and any other agency’s requirements regarding 
the testing of AVs on California roads. Should you 
have any questions about the program, email 
Autonomousvehicles@dmv.ca.gov 

An “Applying for an AVT permit Checklist” is provided 
at the end of this brochure to help you be successful 
in the process. 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=VEH&sectionNum=38750
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=VEH&sectionNum=38750
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=VEH&sectionNum=38750
https://www.dmv.ca.gov/portal/uploads/2020/06/Adopted-Regulatory-Text-2019.pdf
https://www.dmv.ca.gov/portal/uploads/2020/06/Adopted-Regulatory-Text-2019.pdf
mailto:mailtoo:Autonomousvehicles%40dmv.ca.gov?subject=


 
      

 
      
  

Before Applying for an
AVT Program Driver Permit 

1. AV Testing:  The manufacturer has tested the AVs under controlled conditions that simulate, as closely as  
     practicable, each Operational Design Domain (ODD) in which the manufacturer intends the vehicles to operate 
     on public roads and has reasonably determined it is safe to operate the vehicles in each ODD. 

   Reference: CCR Title 13, Article 3.7, §227.18 (b) 
 

 
 

      
      

 
 

 

 
      

2. AV Test Driver:  The manufacturer must provide the AV driver information, which includes their true full 
     name, driver's license number, and state issued.  Prior to starting their application online, all AV drivers must be 
     enrolled in the Employer Pull Notice (EPN) Program and provide the date of enrollment.  

     The manufacturer must certify on the application that the AV test driver meets the following requirements: 

                 
                       
               
                       
                    
                    

                
        

     References: CCR Title 13, Article 3.7, §227.32  and 227.34; CVC §12810 (a), (b), (c), (d), (e), (g), or (h) 
 

3. AV Test Driver Training Program:  The manufacturer must provide and maintain a training program for its 
AV test drivers.  The manufacturer will need to provide DMV with a course outline and description of the AV 
test driver training program. 

    References: CCR Title 13, Article 3.7, §227.36 & CVC §38750 

4. Evidence of Insurance:  The manufacturer must provide evidence of fnancial responsibility in the amount of  
     $5,000,000. The manufacturer must satisfy this requirement by one of the following:  

         
           Autonomous Vehicle Manufacturer   
            Surety Bond (OL 317) form. (§227.10) 
          Autonomous Vehicle Tester (AVT) Program Application   
            for Certifcate of Self-Insurance (OL 319) form. (§227.12) 
 
     References: CCR Title 13, Article 3.7, §227.06 and 227.14; CVC §38750(b)(3) 

https://www.dmv.ca.gov/portal/uploads/2020/04/ol317.pdf
https://www.dmv.ca.gov/portal/uploads/2020/04/ol317.pdf
https://www.dmv.ca.gov/portal/uploads/2020/04/ol319.pdf
https://www.dmv.ca.gov/portal/uploads/2020/04/ol319.pdf


      
     
         
         
         
         
         
         

      
 
 

         
                      
          
                     

                      
 

5. Autonomous Test Vehicles Identifcation:  The manufacturer must provide DMV the identifcation of the 
autonomous vehicle to be used for testing on public roads, which includes the following: 

Vehicle Registration Requirements:  If your test vehicles are not operating under manufacturer or 
     distributor plates (issued by Occupational Licensing or a state where a reciprocal agreement exists), they 
     are required to have current California registration. Register autonomous test vehicles, by submitting the 
     following documents: 

Application for Duplicate or Transfer of Title (REG 227). 
Statement of Facts (REG 256) form from the manufacturer that: 

ogy or features integrated into the vehicle and  
                  the functional capabilities made possible by this technology. 

          
 
          Out-of-State Vehicle Information

 
          
 
          

          
           
 

 
     

                     

                     

                     

                     

                     
                      

                     

      
      
     

Reference: CCR Title 13, Article 3.7, §227.16 and 227.52; CVC §4150, 672, and 5902 

          To Learn How To: Register a Vehicle From Out of State.  
PDF Version 

FFVR 29 Buying a Vehicle From Out of State – Can You Register It In California? 

Vehicles Imported from Another Country 
To Learn How To: Register a Vehicle Imported From Another Country 

6. Employer Pull Notice (EPN) Program:  Manufacturers will need to enroll in the EPN Program. Once 
enrolled in the EPN Program you will need to enroll the autonomous vehicle test driver or remote operator.  

To expedite your enrollment in the EPN Program, mail your application to: 

Department of Motor Vehicles 
Unit Manager, Employee Pull Notice 
2415 1st Avenue MS H264 
Sacramento, CA 95818 (Courier Service Delivery Only) 

Reference: CCR Title 13, Article 3.7, §227.24 

7. Secretary of State:  Manufacturers will need to provide a copy of articles of incorporation, corporate minutes, 
or other document fled with the Secretary of State, which identifes the ofcers, shareholders, and managers 
(if fling as a corporation, limited liability company, or limited liability partnership owned business). 

https://www.dmv.ca.gov/portal/vehicle-registration/new-registration/
https://www.dmv.ca.gov/portal/uploads/2020/06/reg227.pdf
https://www.dmv.ca.gov/portal/uploads/2020/06/reg256-1.pdf
https://www.dmv.ca.gov/portal/uploads/2020/04/htvr9.pdf
https://www.dmv.ca.gov/portal/driver-education-and-safety/educational-materials/fast-facts/buying-a-vehicle-from-out-of-state-can-you-register-it-in-california-ffvr-29/
https://www.dmv.ca.gov/portal/how-to-9-register-a-vehicle-from-out-of-state-nonresident-vehicle/
https://www.dmv.ca.gov/portal/vehicle-industry-services/motor-carrier-services-mcs/employer-pull-notice-epn-program/


 

 
      
     

 
            

                
           
     

      
           
           
     

      
      
     

 
      
      
      
     

      
      
     

Applying for an AVT Permit Driver 

1. Ready to Apply:  When you have gathered all necessary requirements and are ready to apply, complete the 
Autonomous Vehicle Tester (AVT) Program Application for Manufacturer’s testing Permit (OL 311) online. 
You will be able to upload all necessary documents.  

• If you are unable to acknowledge any of the statements in Section 4, upload a Statement of Facts 
(REG 256) form describing N/A. 

2. Application Fees: The annual fee of $3600 is a nonrefundable application fee which can be paid online via 
e-check. The annual fee includes permits for 10 vehicles and 20 drivers/operators per application. An 
additional fee of $50 is required to add an additional 10 vehicles and 20 drivers/operators to a testing permit. 

3. Application Process: Upon receipt of the OL 311, DMV will notify the manufacturer within 10 days of receipt of 
the application whether it is complete, or it is determined to be defcient. Processing time may vary depending 
on the completeness of the application and/or if it is defcient. During the application process, DMV may request 
a phone conference with the manufacturer for any clarifcations.  

4. Application Approved: If the application is approved, DMV will issue an Autonomous Vehicle Testing (AVT) 
Program Manufacturer Permit (OL 315) (NEW 9/2013) and the manufacturer can begin testing on California 
public roads. 

5. Application Defcient: If the application is defcient, DMV will notify the manufacturer of any defciency and 
allow the manufacturer to correct the defciency.  At which time, DMV will review the material submitted to 
correct the application defciency to determine if the application is sufcient.  If DMV determines the 
application remains defcient, DMV will notify the manufacturer of the continuing defciency.  DMV will deny an 
application if the manufacturer fails to make the application sufcient after a reasonable opportunity to do so. 

6. Approved AVT Driver: If the AVT driver meet the requirements of Article 3.7 §227.34, DMV will issue an 
Autonomous Vehicle Testing (AVT) Program Test Vehicle Operator Permit (OL 314) (NEW 9/2013) to the driver.  
If the AVT driver does not meet the requirement of Article 3.7 §227.34, DMV will notify the manufacturer. 

       
    
         

https://www.dmv.ca.gov/portal/dmv-virtual-office/autonomous-vehicle-testing/
https://www.dmv.ca.gov/portal/uploads/2020/06/reg256-1.pdf
https://www.dmv.ca.gov/portal/uploads/2020/06/reg256-1.pdf


                      

After Applying for an AVT Permit Driver 

1. Financial Responsibility: Manufacturers are required to maintain in their autonomous test vehicles a copy of       
     proof of insurance or a copy of the bond, when the manufacturer relies upon a bond to comply with the  
     requirements of CVC §38750(b)(3). 

2. Changes or Modifcations:  Manufacturers must notify DMV within 10 days of any changes to the contact  
     information or the name of the manufacturer.  The request of the change must be in writing on the  
     manufacturer’s letterhead, including changes in contact names, telephone numbers, or mailing addresses. 
     If a manufacturer has any changes or modifcations to the Manufacturer’s Testing Permit during the term of the       

permit, submit a revisedOL 311 and the $70 fee for the processing of the modifcation. 

3. Renewal:  The Manufacturer’s Testing Permit is valid for a period of 2 years.  Manufacturers who choose to  
     renew their permit can submit the completed OL 311 to DMV and the $3600 biennial renewal fee 60 days prior  
     to the expiration date. 

             
                       
           
           
           

 

https://www.dmv.ca.gov/portal/dmv-virtual-office/autonomous-vehicle-testing/autonomous-vehicle-testing-form/
https://www.dmv.ca.gov/portal/dmv-virtual-office/autonomous-vehicle-testing/autonomous-vehicle-testing-form/


4. Keeping a Permit Active: DMV can suspend or revoke the Manufacturer’s Testing Permit if the manufacturer: 
 
 
   
  
 
  
  
  
 
 
5. Reinstatement of Testing Permit:  When the Manufacturer’s Testing Permit (OL 315) has been suspended  
 or revoked, the manufacturer shall cease all testing of autonomous vehicles on public roads until DMV has  
 verifed the manufacturer has taken appropriate action to correct the defciencies that caused the suspension       
 or revocation and DMV has lifted the suspension or revocation. 

6. Reporting Collisions:  Manufacturers are required to report to DMV any autonomous vehicles in the program       
 that are involved in a collision originating from the operation of the autonomous vehicles on a public road that  
 result in property damage, bodily injury, or death within 10 days after the collision, on a Report of Trafc 
 Accident Involving an Autonomous Vehicle (OL 316) form.
 
7. Reporting Disengagement of Autonomous Mode:  The manufacturer is required to prepare and submit to       
     DMV an annual report by January 1st of each participating year in the program.  The report shall include data  
     related to the disengagement of the autonomous mode.  Must track how often their vehicles disengage from  
     autonomous mode, whether that disengagement is the result of technology failure or situations requiring the  
     test driver to take manual control of the vehicle to operate safely.  

 Reporting Dates:  
   
  
 
   
 
 
  Reporting Details:  
 The annual report should summarize disengagements as follows:
 
 
 
 
   
 
  
 
 
 The report will be submitted to DMV on the Annual Report of Autonomous Vehicle Disengagement (OL 311R). 

 

https://www.dmv.ca.gov/portal/uploads/2020/04/ol316.pdf
https://www.dmv.ca.gov/portal/uploads/2020/04/ol316.pdf
https://www.dmv.ca.gov/portal/uploads/2020/04/ol311r.pdf
https://www.dmv.ca.gov/portal/uploads/2020/04/ol311r.pdf


 

 

 

           
           
         

                     

                     

             

           
           

Terminating a Test Vehicle from the Program 

     Upon completion of the program no person will sell, transfer, or dispose of the autonomous test vehicle, or any 
     major component parts that have been used for testing purposes on public roads except as follows: 

a Nonrepairable Vehicle Certifcate (REG 488C) 
           ensuring that the vehicle is not retitled or resold. At that point: 

Removing Drivers and Vehicles from Permit
     To remove an autonomous vehicle and/or AVT driver from an Autonomous Vehicle Testing (AVT) Program 
     Manufacturer Permit, review the AVT Cancellation – AVIM 2020-02. 

https://www.dmv.ca.gov/portal/uploads/2020/03/reg488c.pdf
https://www.dmv.ca.gov/portal/uploads/2020/06/AVIM-2020-02-AVT-Cancellation.pdf


Applying for an Autonomous 
Vehicle Tester Permit Checklist 

 

 

 

Before Applying  
1. Certify the autonomous vehicle has been tested under controlled conditions that simulate,  
   as closely as practical to each Operational Design Domain (ODD) planning to test and has  
   reasonably determined it is safe to operate the vehicles in each ODD. 
  

2. Register in the Employee Pull Notice (EPN) Program and obtain your EPN number.   
    Then enroll test drivers in the EPN program. 
  

3. Prepare and provide the autonomous vehicle test driver training program. 
  

4. Provide evidence of liability. 
 
 
5. Register the autonomous vehicle tester and ensure all vehicle registration requirements  

are met. 
 
6. Register with the Secretary of State and provide required documents. 

Aft er Applying 
1. Ensure fnancial responsibility is active during participation of program. 
  

2. If you need to make changes or modify your existing application, complete an OL 311 and
 pay the fees. 

 
3. Submit your OL 311 and pay the fees on time before expiration of permit. 
  

4. Review compliance regulations regularly to avoid suspensions or revocation of the  
    Manufacturer’s Testing Permit.  
 
 
5. Report collisions to DMV within 10 days by completing an OL 316.  

 
6. Report disengagement reports yearly, due January 1st.   
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